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I. 


SOME ACCOUNT OF THE FIRE KING 
AND HIS CHALLENGER, 

Under the head of Resistancr To 
Poison, our readers have already 
been apprised of the exploits of M. 
Chabert. They are of such character 
as to require very strong evidence that 
there is no deception used by their 
performer, before gaining our full 
credit. But the fact once establish- 
ed, that any person is in possession 
of a perfect antidote to so virulent a 
poison as Phosphorus, these feats 
assume an importance in a scientific 
point of view, and should awaken a 
spirit of investigation as to its trae 
nature. The following account, pub- 
lished in Bell’s Weekly Messenger, 
affords the best evidence yet exhi- 
bited of the existence of such an an- 
tidote, We contemplated an abstract 
of this paper, but found it impossible 
to give such details as the nature of 
evidence requires, without repriating 
the whole history. It will at least 
be found interesting,—we coufess it 
is in a measure convincing, 
An advertisement appeared a few 
days ago, in which a Mr. J. Smith, 
after insinuating that M. Chabert, 
the fire king, practised some juggle 
when he appeared to enter into an 
oven heated 500 degrees, and to 
swallow 20 grains of phosphorus, 
challenged him for any sum which 


40 


he might please to mention, to per- 
form the exploits which he profess- 


-ed to be performing daily. To 


this challenge was added an expli- 
cit ‘* pledge,” given ‘‘ upon the 
honor” of Mr. Smith, that if M. 
Chabert ‘‘ fairly accomplished such 
an undertaking, he would likewise 
do the same.” The Fire King, in 
consequence, publicly accepted 
Mr. J. Smith’s challenge for £50, 
requesting him to provide the poi- 
sons himself, and offering, with 
true chivalric courtesy, to allow 
him the same conveniences which 
he used himself whilst he remained 
in the oven. Mr. J. Smith, in his 
rejoinder to M. Chabert, informed 
him that he would meet him in the 
Argyll Rooms, at his ordinary hour 
of performance, and would then 
‘enter the oven with him, and 
perform his other Wednes- 
day was mutually fixed upon as 
the day on which the two contract- 
ing parties to this extraordinary 
challenge, were to try their merits 
by the ordeal of fire, and on which 
they were to submit their powers 
of resisting poison to the test of ex- 
periment. Accordingly, at two 
o’clock, the hour appointed for the 
combat, a number of gentlemen 
were attracted to the arena in 
which it was to take place ; and 
as they entered, care was taken to 
inform them that the money had 
been regularly posted, and that 
Mr. Smith was ready to ‘* come 
to the scratch.”? At a little be- 
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fore three o’clock, the Fire King 
made his appearance near his oven, 
and as some impatience had been 
exhibited owing to the non-arrival 
of Mr. J. Smith, he offered to 
amuse the company with a few 
trifling experiments, which he said 
any of them might perform with 
the greatest ease.—He then made 
a shovel red hot, and rubbed it 
over his tongue,—a trick for which 
no credit, he said, was due, as the 
moisture of the tongue was suffi- 
cient to prevent any injury arising 
from it. He next rubbed it over 
his hair and face, declaring that 
any body might perform the same 
feat by washing themselves in a 
mixture of spirits of sulphur and 
of alum, which, by cauterizing the 
epidermis, hardened the skin to re- 
sist the fire. He then put his 
hands into some melted lead, took 
asmaH portion of it out, placed it 
in his mouth, and then gave it ina 
solid state to some of the company. 
This performance, according to 
his account, was also very easy ; 
for he seized only a very small 
particle, which, by a tight com- 
pressure between the finger and 
thumb, became cool before it 
reached the mouth. By the time 
that these ‘‘little tricks,’ as he 
called them, were performed, ano- 
ther call was made for Mr. Smith’s 
appearance. The Fire King look- 
ed around the room, and seeing the 
bashful countenance of his chal- 
lenger in one corner of it, called 
him from his retirement, and point- 
ed him out to the notice of the 


*audience. The challenger being on 


ne ground, the time for trifling 
was now jover, and M. Chabeit 
forthwith prepared himself for 
mightier undertakings. —A cruise 
of oil was brought forward and 
poured intoa saucepan, which was 
previously turned upside dowa, to 


show that there was no water in it. 
The alleged reason for this step 
was, that vulgar conjurors, who 
profess to drink boiling oil, place 
the oil in water, and drink it when, 
the water boils, at which time the 
oil is not warmer than an ordinary 
cup of tea.- He intended to drink 
the oil when any person might see 
it bubbling in the saucepan, and 
when the thermometer would prove 
that it was heated to 360 degrees. 
The saucepan was accordingly 
placed upon the fire, and as it was 
acquiring the requisite heat, the 
Fire King challenged any man liv- 
ing to drink a spoonful of the oil at 
the same temperature as that at 
which he was going to drink it. 
In a few minutes afterwards, he 
sipped off a spoonful with the great- 
est apparent ease, although the 
spoon, from contact with the boil- 
ing fluid, had become too hot for 
ordinary fingers to handle. ‘* And 
now, Monsieur Smith,” said the 
Fire King, ‘“‘ now for your chal- 
lenge. Have you prepared your- 
self with phosphorus, or will you 
take some of mine, which is laid 
on that table ?” 

Mr. Smith, who is a thick-set 
man, of middle size, walked up to 
the table, and pulling a phial out 
of his pocket, offered it to the 
poison-swallower. 

The Fire King.—I ask you, on 
your honor as a gentleman, is this 
genuine unmixed poison ? 

Mr. Smith.—It is, upon my 
honor. 

A person in the room requested 
that Dr. Gordon Smith, one of the 
Medical Professors in the London 
University, would examine the 
phial, and decide whether it con- 
tained genuine phosphorus. The 
learned Professor went to the ta- 
ble,—on which a fermidable col- 
lection of poisons, such as red and 
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white arsenic, hydrocyanic acid, 
morphine, and phosphorus, were 
placed,—and examining the phial, 
exclaimed that, to the best of his 
Judgment, it was genuine phospho- 

rus. This did not content several 
gentlemen in the room: they de- 
sired to see whether it would ignite 
by friction. The experiment was 
made, and a small piece soon set 
the paper in which it was wrapped 
into a flame. The same experi- 
ment had been tried on the Fire 
King’s own phosphorus; and if they 
may judge from the volume of flame 
which it sent forth, his phosphorus 
was stronger than that provided by 
Mr. Smith. The reality of the 
poison being thus ascertained, M. 
Chabert asked Mr. Smith, with 
great politeness, how many grains he 
wished to commence his first with. 

Mr. Smith.--Twenty grains 
will do as a commencement. 

M. Chabert.—Ah, my good Sir, 
it is a very small dose ; I shall not 
object to take a pound or two,-- 
will you weigh the quantity your- 
self ? 

Mr. Smith declined. 

A medical gentleman then came 
forward, and cut off two parcels 
of phosphorus, containing twenty 
grainseach. He was placing them 
in the water, when the Fire King 
requested that his phosphorus might 
be cut into small pieces, ashe did 
not wish the pieces to stop on their 
road to the stomach. 

The poisons were now prepared. 
A wineglass contained the portion 
set aside for the Fire King,—a 
tumbler the portion reserved for 
Mr. Smith. It would be difficult 
to say whether the challenger or 
the challenged at this moment 
showed the greatest composure. 
This may be safely said,—they 
were at this moment the two least 
agitated persons in the room. 


The Fire King.—I suppose, 
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gentlemen, I must begin. Well, 
then, to convince you that I donot 
juggle, I will first of all take off 
my coat, and then, as another pre- 
caution, I will trouble you, Doctor 
(speaking to Dr. Gordon Smith), 
to tie my hands together behind me. 

After he had been bandaged in 
this manner, he planted himself on 
one knee in the centre of the room, 
and requestea some gentleman to 
place the phosphorus on his tongue, 
and pour the water down his throat. 
This was accordingly done, and 
the water and the phosphorus were 
swallowed together. He then 
opened his mouth, and requested 
the company to look whether any 
portion of the phosphorus remained 
in his mouth. Several gentlemen 
examined his mouth, and declared 
that there was no phosphorus per- 
ceptible, either upon or under his 
tongue. He was then, by his own 
desire, unbandaged. The Fire 
King then turned to Mr. Smith, 
and offered him the other glass of 
phosphorus, with a ceremonious 
politeness which was highly enter- 
taining. ‘+ And now, my good Sir, 
I shall have great pleasure in see- 
ing you take off your glass too.” 

Mr. Smith started back in infi- 
nite alarm ;—‘* Not for worlds, 
Sir, not for worlds ; I beg to de- 
cline it.” 

The Fire King.-—Eh! mon Dieu! 
you decline it ! Oh ! dear Sir ; no, 
no; you drink von little glass to 
oblige the company. 

Mr. Smith.—The company must 
excuse me. I don’t often driak in 
a morning, and least of all such 
ardent spirit as phosphorus. 

The Fire King.—Then why did 
you send me a challenge? You 
have pledged your honor to drink 
it if I did. Ihave done it; and if 
you are a gentleman, you must 
drink it too. 

Mr. Smith.—No, no; I must 
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be excused: I am quite satisfied 
Without it. 

Here several voices exclaimed 
that the bet was lost. Some said 
that there must be a confederacy 
between the challenger and the 
challenged, and others asked whe- 
ther any money had been deposited. 

The Fire King called a Mr. 
White forward, who deposed that 
he held the stakes, which had been 
regularly placed in his hands by 
both parties, before twelve o’clock 
that morning. 

The Fire King here asked Mr. 
Smith if he intended to go into the 
oven with him ? 

Mr. Smith replied that he could 
answer that question better after 
he saw the Fire King come out. 

The Fire King.—But my good 
Sir, that makes no matter, for you 
have lost your bet already, if you 
do not swallow the phosphorus. 
Are you satisfied on that head ° 

Mr. Smith admitted that he was. 

The Fire King here turned round 
with great exultation to the com- 
pany and pulling a bottle out of 

is pocket, exclaimed with great 
good feeling, ‘‘ I did never see the 
gentleman before this morning, and 
I did not know but that he might 
be bold enough to venture to take 
this quantity of poison. J was de- 
termined not to let him lose his life 
by his foolish wager, and therefore 
I did bring an antidote in my pock- 
et, which would have prevented 
him from suffering any harm. 
voila! Ah, ah, my good Sir, you 
pay your £50 to see me take the 
phosphorus. Now you shall take 
three or four grains yourself. I 
will give you von little wineglass 
out of this bottle, and you shall be 
as Well in a few minutes as you are 
now. Do, Sir, oblige me by tak- 
Ing a few grains.” 


Mr. Smith begged to be excused. 
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His object was answered in’ seeing 
20 grains of genuine phosphorus 
actually swallowed. He had con- 
ceived it impossible, as three grains 
were quite sufficient to dest roy life... 

The Fire King then addressed 
the gentleman who had meted out 
the phosphorus. ‘ Perhaps you, 
Sir, will have ‘the goodness to 
swallow a little bit to amuse me. 
I pledge}you £1000,—I'pledge you 
my life, that if you take a little of 
this bottle, it will do you_any 
haru. 

The gentleman turned pale with 
affright. ‘‘ I must beg to decline 
your polite invitation,” he stam- 
mered out at last, ‘‘ for in case of 
accident, | am afraid the pledge 
of your life’ would_not keep my 
wife and family.” 

The Fire King.—Now, gentle- 
men, I will prove to you by another 
little experiment, that I have no 
phosphorus in my meuth.  fllen- 
dezun peu. Put mea small piece 
of phosphorus on a knife point, and 
bring me a candle. 

A candle was brought him, and 
he lighted it with the phosphorus. 
Part of the phosphorus fell on the 
ground, and was extinguished after 
some trouble. 

The Fire King.——Ah, Mr. 
Smith, you are very good to me. 
You bring me the very good phos- 
phorus ; lam much obliged to you, 
Sir. Now give me a torch anda 
fork. 

They were given to him accord- 
ingly. He took a small piece of 
the burning torch on his fork, put 
it into his mouth and swallowed it. 
‘¢ And now, gentlemen, I have done 
with the poison for to-day.” Hav- 
ing said this, he withdrew into ano- 
ther room, for the professed pur- 
pose of putting on his usual dress 
for entering the oven, but in all 
probability for the real purpose of 
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getting the phosphorus, by some 
antidote, from his stomach. Zine 
is the usual antidote for phospho- 
rus ; but he says that it ts not the 
antidote which he uses, and de- 
clines to mention what is. We 
were informed that some eminent 
physicians asked him, a few days 
ago, if he would have any objec- 
tion to have the poison taken off 
his stomach by the stomach pump; 
and that he replied that he should 
have no objection, provided that, 
in analyzing the contents of his 
stomach, they would be satisfied 
with ascertaining the existence of 
the poison, and would not seek to 
ascertain the nature of his anti- 
dote, which was so simple in its 
nature, that when it was once 
known, every apothecary’s boy 
could provide it. He has repeat- 
edly taken all the different poisons 
which were placed upon his teeth. 
On one occasion, when he was 
exhibiting before the Duke of 
Norfolk, he took a teaspoonful of 
Pape acid; but that experiment 
e says he never will repeat 
again ; for it is a poison which not 
ouly requires the antidote to be 
taken first, but it is also so rapid 
in its operation, that it may de- 
stroy life before the antidote can 
ager its effect. He said that 
e should never forget the feel- 
ings which came over him as soon 
as he had swallowed it ;—every 
vein in his head appeared to swell, 
and ‘*each particular hair,” he 
said, ‘stood erect, like quills 
upon the porcupine.” 
Immediately after Mr. Smith 
had declined to take the phospho- 
rus, several gentlemen surround- 
ed him, desiring to know why he 
had inserted such advertisements 
as he had done in the public pa- 
pers, if he had no intention to 
perform the feats to which he had 


dared the Fire King. To this he 
replied, that his object had been 
to ascertain beyond all doubt, 
whether it was possible for any 
person to take such a mass of 
poison, and live,—that he should 
not have risked such a sum of 
money of his own, on such a chal- 
lenge as that which he had given; 
but that he was acting as the re- 
presentative of a number of scien- 
tific gentlemen, who had subscrib- 
ed such a sum as would enable 
him, if his challenge were accept- 
ed, to insist upon furnishing the 
poison himself, and upon seeing 
every step taken by the Fire 
King before and while he swal- 
lowed it. He stated that he was 
now perfectly convinced that the 
phosphorus was actually swallow- 
ed. He likewise protested that 
there had been no collusion be- 
tween him and the Fire King. 
This protestation was subsequent- 
ly repeated by the Fire King 
himself, who added, in confirma- 
tion of it, that he could have no 
interest in drawing a large con- 
course of people to his room. He 
was paid a certain sum ‘per week 
by Mr. Welsh, and whether there 
was one person in the room, or 
whether there was 20,000, was 
to him, as far as his own emolu- 
ment was concerned, perfectly 
immaterial. M. Chabert stated, 
that after the pledge which Mr. 
Smith had given the public in his 
advertisement, he fully expected 
to have been put to a fair trial of 
his powers in the course of the 
day, and that he had in conse- 
quence made preparations and 
alterations in his course of action, 
which one way or another would 
cost him upwards of £20. 

After an absence of twenty 
minutes, M. Chabert returned, 
dressed ia a coarse woollen coat, 
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to enter the heated oven. Before 
he entered it, a medical gentle- 
man ascertained that his pulse 
was vibrating 98 times ina mi- 
nute. He remained in the oven 
for five minutes, during which 
time he sung ‘* Le Vaillant Trou- 
badour,” and superintended the 
cooking of two dishes of beef- 
steaks. At the end of that time 
he came out, perspiring profusely, 
and with a pulse making 168 vi- 
brations in a minnte. The ther- 
mometer, when brought out of the 
oven, stood at 380 degrees; with- 
in the oven, he said it was about 
600. He had never been expos- 
ed to such intense heat before. 
After performing this feat, which 
was the last exhibition of his pow- 
ers, he remained on the steps 
leading to his oven for some time, 
conversing with the company. In 
the course of his remarks, he ob- 
served, that before he left Eng- 
land he should have a benefit in 
the room for himself, when he 
would astonish the world by per- 
forming something still more ex- 
traordinary than anything which 
he has yet done. 


Il. 
CANCER OF THE STOMACH, 


Some account of the progress and 
fatal termination of a case of Cancer 
of the Stomach, is given in the Pro- 
vincial Gazette, by Charles Mayo, 
the distinguished Surgeon of the 
Winchester Hospital. The follow- 
ing sketch of this case is given in 
a London Journal. 


A Caruotic priest, sixty-two 
years of age, of plethoric frame 
and sedentary habits, had long 
been subject to dyspepsia, with 
Constipation ; to which were add- 
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ed rheumatic pains of the limbs, 
and a **harshness” in the throat, 
with a relaxed state of the velum 
pendulum palati. He had much 
languor, and considerable dysp- 
nea. His pulse was 60, full and 
regular. These symptoms con- 
tinued to increase during the sum- 
mer, notwithstanding the use of 
various remedies, such as full 
bleeding, aperients, squill, astrin- 
gent gargles, &c. At the end of 
July he went to France, where 
he remained for a month, and dur- 
ing this time recruited very much, 
recovering his appetite, as it ap- 
pears ‘‘ that the French cookery 
was more agreeable to his sto- 
mach.”? Onhis return he visited 
London, and took the benefit of 
Dr. Armstrong’s advice, who pre- 
scribed the solution of chlorine, 
in doses of from 40 to 60 drops 
three times a day, the bowels 
being kept open by equal parts 
of blue pill and colocynth. He 
also directed a small quantity of 
blood to be taken from the arm 
occasionally. 

No benetit having been derived 
from these means, the muriated 
tincture of iron was exhibited 
Oct. 11th, and afterwards, Nov. 


13th, the Mist. Ferri Comp., 


which last he continued to take 
till the middle of January, toge- 
ther with Mx. of the black drop 
at night. Under this treatment 
he recovered so far as to give 
sanguine expectations of his re- 
storation to health ; but about the 
middle of February the loss of 
appetite and nausea returned, and 
on one occasion he vomited a 
large quantity of a brownish fluid, 
with an acid, offensive taste. An 
emetic, which was administered, 
produced no evacuation of any 
moment. He was now directed 
to take sulphate of quina, in doses 


. 
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of two grains, three times a day, 
which he did without benefit. 

He became extremely weak, 
and complained much of pain in 
his throat and the back part of his 
neck. He vomited, March 15th, 
nearly a, wash-hand basin full of 
dark offensive matter, like the 
former ; and this symptom after- 
wards returned several times, his 
food being frequently rejected. 
‘* He had been frequently exa- 
mined by pressure on the epigas- 
trium and hypochondria, with @ 
view to detect some suspected 
disease in the abdominal viscera, 
bat without success. I now dis- 
covered a large pulsating tumor 
beneath, and a little to the left 
of, the ensiform cartilage, and 
pointed it out to Dr. Crawford 
and Mr. Lyford, who had been 
added to us in consultation. Va- 
rious ideas suggested themselves 
to us as to the nature of the tu- 
mor, such as aneurism of the aor- 
ta, diseased liver, pancreas, &c., 
and we were inclined: to suppose 
it might have some sort of cyst at- 
tached to it, and communicating 
with the stomach, as the source 
of the offensive fluid thrown up 
by vomiting. Pressure on the 
swelling gave little or no pain, 
neither did he suffer any at other 
times, except from the violence 
of the vomiting. 

From this time he cortinued 
progressively to sink, and died 
April 9th. The following ap- 
pearances preseuted themselves 
on dissection, which took place 
the day of his decease :— 

‘¢ At five this afternoon, I pro- 
ceeded to lay open the cavities 
of the thorax and abdomen, as- 
sisted by Mr. Lyford and Dr. 
Crawford. The integuments were 
thick with fat; the omentum, 
spread over the intestines, was 
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quite loaded with it, and, on rais- 
ing the sternum, we found the 
inediastinum and pericardium 
Were equally burthened with fat ; 
the stomach was large and dis- 
tended with air; the tumor was 
readily felt, but it was so enve- 
loped with the fat of the great 
and lesser omentum, as to render 
it impossible to ascertain the na- 
ture of it till these were remov- 
ed; it was then clearly seen to 
be connected with the pyloric 
extremity of the stomach, and, 
on removing this viscus and lay- 
ing it open, we found a carcino- 
matous enlargement of the pylo- 
rus, equal in size to a pint jug, 
loaded with fat externally, and 
presenting an ulcerated surface 
internally, with a highly vascular 
fungus protruding from it, of a 
braia-like consistence : on making 
a section of the tumor, it exhibit- 
ed a complete scirrhous texture, 
and, from its density and thick- 
ness, must have weighed nearly 
two pounds. A few ounces of 
the black fluid were contained in 
the stomach, and no doubt the 
ulcerated surface of the scirrhus 
must have been the source of this 
morbid secretion: the pulsatory 
motion of the tumor was of course 
communicated by the aorta, upon 
which it rested. The heart was 
fat, but its muscular structure 
thin and soft, so that it appeared 
smaller than the general bulk of 
the body would have led one to 
suspect ; the aorta, on the contra- 
ry, seemed larger than natural, 
but on splitting it down with scis- 
sors, the only morbid appearance 
was the large size of the celiac 
artery branching from it, and, 
around its origin, a deposit of bony 
matter. 
of this vessel, from whose branch- 
es the diseased mass must have 
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been supplied, may account, in 
some measure, for the profuse 
secretion which seems to have 
been constantly poured into the 
stomach from the ulcerated and 
fungous surface; sanguineous exu- 
dation and sloughs broken down, 
had probably imparted the dark 
color and offensive odor to the 
ejected fluid: a considerable 
slough was drawn out from the 
orifice of the pylorus, through 
which the finger readily passed 
into the duodenum. The liver 
was studded with white tubercles, 
about the size of a hazel-nut, both 
on the surface and within its sub- 
stance ; the peritoneal surface of 
the diaphragm, contiguous to the 
liver and the tumor, was quite 
rough with minute granular tu- 
bercles. The bowels were near- 
ly empty. The kidneys were 
healthy, but covered with an im- 
mense accumulation of fat, which 
extended down the loins into the 
pelvis, and across to the mesen- 
tery, rendering it unusually thick. 

‘¢ Mr. had retained his 
usual appearance of obesity till 
within the last month or six weeks, 
but since the frequent vomiting 
came on, he became rapidly ema- 
ciated. From these circum- 
stances, we may perhaps conclude 
that the scirrhus became ulcerat- 
ed at this period, and that its fatal 
progress was much accelerated 
by frequent excitement in the act 
of vomiting. It may perhaps be 
worth while to observe, that Mr. 
W. was of a florid complexion, 
and that his mother died of cancer 
in the breast,—from which cir- 
cumstance he always apprehend- 
ed himself to have an hereditary 
tendency to that disease ; and it 
may be curious to speculate, 
whether the rigid observance of 
the discipline of his religion may 
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not have had some tendency to 
determine the morbid action to 
the stomach.”’ | 


If. 


ON PRESSURE AS A SURGICAL RE- 
MEDY., 


By Mr. W. J. Wicknam, Surgeon to the 
Winchester Hospital. 


Mr. Wickuam Considers the ac- 
tion of pressure under three dis- 
twct heads ;—first, as a means of 
suppressing hemorrhage, and caus- 
ing a temporary interruption of 
the circulation ; secondly, as pro- 
ducing absorption ; thirdly, as an 
adjuvant to other remedies in giv- 
ing support to parts which re- 
quire it. 

_* Pressure may be resorted to 
in the most desperate cases of 
hemorrhage from a large branch 
of an artery or trunk, but the be- 
nefit to be derived from it will 
entirely depend on the manner in 
which it is applied. The proper 
exertion of compression in this 
case, implies a correct knowledge 
of the course of the vessel which 
requires it, the selection of the 
most desirable spot on which it is 
to be used, and the fulfilment of 
that object alone, without injury 
to other parts. For the want of 
a correct knowledge of the course 
of the femoral artery, I have wit- 
nessed serious hemorrhage daring 
amputation, the circular pressure 
being applied with the greatest 
degree of force which the screw 
would allow of, but the compress 
which should have been applied 
over the artery, being placed 
away from its course. 

‘‘ Within these few days, a 
case of wound of the posterior 
tibial artery, near the malleolus, 
was brought into our hospital. 
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The patient had sustained very 
copious discharges. of blood, and 
I think he could not have borne 
another jet from the vessel. The 
tourniquet had been applied over 
the posterior tibial artery above 
the wound, instead of the femoral, 
and but very inefficient pressure 
had been made on the bleeding 
wound. By this, though the blood 
did not issue from the upper ex- 
tremity of the artery, yet the 
anastamosis afforded a large sup- 
ply, by which the lower end bled 
to avery great amount. I imme- 
diately placed ligatures on both 
ends of the artery, and secured it 
from further bleeding. Here, 
then, the tourniquet had been 
misapplied, and rendered inopera- 
tive on the bleeding artery ; and 
the parts about the wound had 
been braised and injured, by an 
effectual compression of ten days, 
during which time hemorrhage 
was, from time to time, going on, 
being only arrested by the occa- 
sional formation of a coagulam, 
and returning whenever it was 
removed. ‘The objects to be ob- 
tained in securing the bleeding 
vessel are, Ist, to close the ori- 
fice from which the blood issues, 
and secondly, so to suppress the 
force of circulation in the vessel, 
as to prevent the removal of coa- 
gulum which forms around it. In 
all cases it is most desirable to 
put ligatures on an artery, if it 
can be discovered at the wound ; 
but in failure of this, which fre- 
quently happens, from the many 
difficulties occurring at these 
times,—difficulties which are 
known only to those who have 
experienced them,—the firm com- 
pression of the vessel may be re- 
sorted to. The part from which 
the blood flows should be covered 
with a firm compress, just large 


‘vessel. 


enough to prevent the further es- 
cape of blood, and be pressed 
against the most resisting part ; 
i. e., the nearest bone. Upon 
this, larger compresses should be 
applied, so as to press the great- 
est force on the bleeding part, 
which should be gradually inzreas- 
ed as the surrounding parts recede 
from the wound. Over this a 
bandage is to be applied, rolled 
lightly from the lower extremity 
of the limb, and, gradually in- 
creasing its tightness as it ap- 
proaches the wound, is to be car- 
ried on some way above it. In 
addition to this, it is well to apply 
a tourniquet on the main vess:l 
for a few hours, which lessens the 
force of pulsation at the wound, 
and aids the formation of the coa- 
gulum. 

‘¢In the lower extremity, the 
anterior tibial artery may be com- 
pressed without fear throughout 
its whole course ; also the poste- 
rior tibial, as high as the middle 
of the leg; but I think its calibre 
is too large, higher, to be treated 
by compression only. In the up- 
per extremity, | would not confide 
in pressure higher than the bra- 
chial artery at the bend of the 
elbow.* 

T have several times observed 
very serious effects, the conse- 
quence of ill-directed pressure, 
for the suppression of hemorrhage 
from the temporal artery, where 
it has been opened in the common 
way of taking blood from that 
The cases have been of 
this nature ;—after opening the 
temporal artery, and abstracting 
the desired quantity of blood, a 
compress, much larger than the 
wound, has been placed over it, 


* See the excellent observations by 
Mr. Smith, of Bristol, on the wound of 
that vessel, at the bend of the elbow. 
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which for a time has succeeded 


in stopping the bleeding. After 
a few hours, perhaps, on exertion, 
or from some other cause, hemor- 
rhage has come on, and instead of 
making a more immediate pres- 
sure on the vessel, the same 
compress has been continued, and 
the bandage tightened to a great 
degree. This has also for a time 
answered the purpose, but on its 
becoming in the least loosened, 
bleeding has recurred, and in this 
way a large quantity of blood has 
been lost at different times, the 
pressure having been applied to 
the surrounding parts rather than 
to the wounded artery. The 
parts, by this, have suffered so 
much injury from the compression, 
that inflammation of an erysipela- 
tous character has supervened, 
which has sometimes terminated 
fatally. 

‘‘ Large veins are occasionally 
wounded, and furnish a very con- 
siderable quantity of blood, which 
may be suppressed by the appli- 
cation of forcible and well-exert- 
ed pressure. 

*¢ It willbe considered that the 
veins are not so liable to seconda- 
ry hemorrhage as the arteries, 
whose pulsation is apt to force off 
the coagulum which may be form- 
ed; they therefore will be more 
readily and completely secured by 
compression. In addition to this, 
where veins are wounded, it will 
be borne in mind, that pressure 
should be adopted, in preference, 
where it can be coufided in, to 
ligature, from the dangerous con- 
sequences which often attend on 
the latter.” 

With regard to the second ap- 
plication of pressure,—namely, 
for the purpose of causing the 
absorption of newly deposited or 
diseased parts, it is necessary to 
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keep in mind, that if the pressure 
be adopted to a certain extent 
only, the action of the arteries is 
increased, and instead of causing 
the removal of the part, an in- 
crease is the result ; but if it be 
more firmly applied, so as to check 
arterial action, and impede the 
circulation through them, absorp- 
tion must follow. Pressure 
operates in this ratio;—in a slight 
degree, the arteries become sti- 
mulated, more blood is sent to 
the part, and deposit is the result; 
but if it be exerted to a greater 
degree, the bloodvessels are less- 
ened in their calibres, and less 
blood circulates in the part: the 
absorbent vessels likewise, no 
doubt, in this case receive the 
stimulus, and become more ac- 
tive.”’ 

The author proceeds to make 
some observations on the plan of 
treating cancer by pressure, as 
recommended by Mr. Young. 
The results of his experience are 
not favorable to the opinion that 
the disease can be thus removed; 
and this corresponds to the gene- 
ral inference which has been 
drawn by the profession. Mr. 
Wickham thus continues :— 

‘¢ There is a species of ulcer, 
in the cure of which, pressure, 
if properly applied, has a very 
decided and satisfactory power,— 
I mean the ulcer with callous 
edges. The usual denomination 
used for this sore, is that of indo- 
lent. The consequence of this 
term being employed, without 
reference to the cause of the 
sluggishness, is, that the sore is 
treated by stimulating means, 
which only prolong, rather than 
expedite its cure. The state of 
the sore appears to me to be this: 
the surrounding parts are ina state 
of chronic iaflammation; the weak- 
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ened, distended, and overcharged 
vessels, are constantly depositing 
fresh matter at the edges of the 
sore, by which a firm band is at 
last formed, so as effectually to 
prevent the further progress of 
these vessels towards the sore 
itself ; the effect of which is, that 
the sore is ill supplied with blood, 
and absorption, that is, the ulcer- 
ative process, proceeds, without 
admitting of any check from sti- 
muli. Pressure in this ulcer 
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operates by compressing the ves- 
sels of the surrounding parts which 
supply the callous edges with 
fresh matter : thus, by reducing 
them to an ordinate and healthy 
action, the further deposit is put 
a stop to, and the edges become 
absorbed ; the vessels then find 
their way to the sore, which now 
assumes a state of health and ac- 
tivity, and by it the process of 
healing is ultimately completed.” 
Provincial Med. Gaz. 


SKETCHES OF PERIODICAL LITERATURE, 


INTERMITTENT FEVER. 


Tue depletory mode of treating this 
disease, which has lately been much 
the subject of discussion, is strongly 
advocated by Dr. Bext, of Philadel- 
phia, in a paper on the subject pub- 
lished in the N. A, Journal. Dr. B. 
recommends the use of the lancet 
both in the cold and the hot stage, 
and even during the intermission, 
provided pain in the head and ten- 
derness of the epigastrium be pre- 
sent. For other remedies during 
the hot stage, he advises cold affusion 
or immersion, and the use of cool 
acid beverage. 

Dr. B. condemns the use of bark 
during the intervals of fever, unless 
the apyrexia be perfect, and the pa- 
tient free from gastric irritation. 
When this is the case, full doses of 
the bark may be given, and repeated 
at short intervals. If, however, the 
disease is found to retain its parox- 
ysmal character, and the head and 
stomach are distressed, this medicine 
must be omitted, and recourse again 
had to the lancet. This treatment 


of Dr. B. is certainly a very remarka- 
ble one. It is a most signal illustra- 
tion of the extent to which a man’s 


‘teasoning may carry him, in opposi- 


tion to innumerable facts and pro- 
tracted experience. Although this 
disease may sometimes yield to the 
abstraction of blood when that fluid 
is accumulated in the internal orgaus, 
it is, we apprehend, too late in the 
history of medicine for the profes- 
sion to be told that the lancet in all 
stages, and even the intermission of 
this malady, is the appropriate reme- 
dy ; or that the paroxysmal charac- 
ter is not the clearest possible indi- 
cation for the use of bark.—Dr. B. 
is of opinion that no other tonic is 
likely to succeed in that state of the 
stomach in which the cinchona and 
quinine fail, and that the treatment 
with arsenic is very hazardous, aud 
frequently followed by permanent 
injury to the system. Some of the 
most obstiuate cases of relapse which 
Dr. B. met with, were those in which 
the disease had been checked by the 
use of the min, solution. 
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_ With regard to intestinal evacua- 
tions, the author is noi disposed to 
estimate .h-ir value very high, An 
emetic is sometimes required at the 
on-et of the disease, but not always, 
and one or two cathartics are all 
which are usually needed. The best 
articles for this last purpose are, sen- 
na, manna, and the supertartrate of 
potash. Epsom salts are also a use- 
ful purgative, and possess the advan- 
tage of acting within a short time,— 
a circumstance which is often of con- 
siderable importance. 


DELIRIUM TREMENS. 


Tuts disease forms the subject of a 
paper in the October No, of the N, 
A. Journal, The views which are 
taken, both of the nature and treaté 
ment, correspond, for the most part, 
with those of Dr. Coates, as express- 
ed about two years since in the same 
journal, The author considers ita 
disease of debility, and condemns 
general bleeding iu strong terms, 
The treatment suggested, consists ia 
the exhibition of cathartic medicines, 
so as to produce free alvine evacua- 
tions ; and subsequently of opium, 
until sleep is obtained. Dr. Coates 
advanced the assertion, that opium 
had never been known to produce 
any dangerous consequence. A case 
is cited by this author, which forms 
a striking and important exception 
to this remark.—A patient was or- 
dered twenty drops of the acetum 
opii, every hour. He took it con- 
stantly fur three days, when it pro- 
duced stupor and a state resembling 
apoplexy. In this case, had sleep 
supervened at any hour of the se- 
venty-two during which the narcotic 
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was administered, it would doubtless 
have been attributed to its influence, 


“Yet the question might naturally 


have suggested itself, whether this 
was anything more than the sponta- 
neous termination of the disease, 
without reference to the remedy, 
It is a fact well worthy of considera- 
tion, that where opium is given to 
produce sleep in delirium tremens, 
this effect is rarely fuund to super- 
vene on the first doses, however 
considerable ; yet it will usually hap- 
pen, if the medicine be persevered 
in, although the doses be not much 
increased. That in most cases the 
sleep is owing to the opium taken, 
there is no doubt; but in some we 
are inclined to suspect, that it occurs 
when the morbid action has spent 
itself, without having been at all in- 
duced by the treatment. We have 
heard of cases of this disease left 
entirely to nature, which terminated 
favorably ; and we know there are 
practitioners who treat it wholly 
without narcotics, and consider them- 
selves very successful. In our own 
practice we have usually adopted 
Dr. Coates’s system, and for the 
most part with fortunate results, 


CRUSTA LAGTEA. 


Ir has generally been considered 
that Crusta Lactea is connected with 
dentition, and that it occurs about 
the time when that process com- 
mences. A writer in the N, A, 
Journal,—Dr. Mitchell, of Frank- 
ford, Pa,,—considers this opinion to 
be founded in errur, He gives the 
particulars of a case which occurred 
in his own family, commencing when 
the child was three months old, and 
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continuing for five months, It seem- 
ed to be occasioned by the diet of 
the parent, who had confined herself 
almost exclusively to animal food. 
This idea was confirmed by noticing 
that when the child was permitted 
to suck and swallow the juice of 
meat, the disease was always aggra- 
vated, Various remedies, both ex- 
ternal and internal, were employed 
without advantage. The greatest 
benefit was derived from the exhibi- 
tion of calomel and chalk, and from 
the external use of the following 
ointment :— 


R. Adip. Su. 
Subm. Hyd. aa ss, 
Sulphur Sub. 
Lap. Cal. aa Bi. M. 
This plan of treatment appeared to 


contribute essentially to the cure. 


RHEUMATISM CURED BY ACETATE OF 
MORPHIA APPLIED TO A BLISTERED 
SURFACE, 


A Frencno Journal, La Clinique, 
contains a history of two cases of 
rheumatism successfully treated by 
this endermic practice. The first 
occurred in an individual of advanc- 
ed age and robust frame, who had 
been subject to the chronic form of 
the disease for twenty years, com- 
plicated of late with some obscure 
disease of the spine, Occasional 
pain and sudden loss of power in the 
left leg, with other indications of pa- 
ralysis, led to the employment of 
strychnia, which was relieving the 
disease, when, learning that it was a 
powerful remedy, he declined using 
any more, On the 2d of July, vio- 
lent pain and convulsion of the limb 
came on. His physician, by means 
of ammonia, procured in ten minutes 
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a blistered surface, about twice the 
size of a dollar, on the outside of the 
thigh, and applied to it half a grain 
of acetate of morphia. Failing to 
give relief, in fifteen minutes a se- 
cond like application was made on 
the inner side of the knee, and a 
third succeeded in entirely relieving 
the pain. A little drowsinéss and 
vertigo followed, which soon disap- 
peared, 

The second was a case of acute 
rheumatism, in which two applica- 
tions like the above were made to 
the thigh. The pain, which was ex- 
cruciating, was permanently relieved, 
although in other respects the disease 
pursued its regular course, 


SUBCARBONATE OF TRON IN CHRONIC 
RHEUMATISM. 
Dr. Betcomse has given notice 
to the profession, in the English 
Journals, that he has for the last five 
years been in the habit of treating 
Chronic Rheumatism with Carbonate 
of Iron, and generally with good suc- 
cess, This he supposes may be at- 
tributed to the alliance of this disease 
with Neuralgia. Dr. Scudamore 
makes mention of this medicine, but 
gives no remark respecting its use. 
With this exception, it is a remedy 
new, we believe, with Dr. Belcombe. 


DROPSY. 


Dr. Bricut, in his medical reports 
recently published in London, ad- 
vances the opinion, that a considera- 
ble proportion of the cases of dropsy 
which are met with in practice, have 
their origin in organic derangement 
of the kidneys. This idea is con- 
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firmed by Dr. Christison, of Edin- 
burgh, who has found the kidneys 
diseased in all the cases of death 
from dropsy which he has had op- 
portunity to examine, Four cases 
of this kind, with the appearances 


on inspection, are given in a late 
No. of the-Med. and Surg. Journal. 
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The structural changes discovered 
in these cases, differed considerably 
from each other, but in all they were 
amply sufficient to prove the exist- 
ence during life of decided renal 
disease. Analysis of the urine, in 
all these cases, proved the area to 
be deficient iu quantity. 


BOSTON, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 1829. 


RETENTION OF A FETUS IN UTERO. 


WE published, the week before last, 
a letter extracted from the London 
Medical Gazette, which contained 
the history of a case in which partu- 
rition took place thirteen callendar 
months after the period of concep- 
tion. The author of that letter, Mr. 
CuLLen, a Surgeon in England, says 
that in the course of a long practice, 
he had neither seen nor heard of any 
similar case, nor had he met with 
any such in the course of his read- 
ing. This fact ought perhaps to 
call our attention more particularly 
to the history of a like phenomenon, 
communicated to the Editor of this 
Journal by Dr. Homans, and pub- 
lished in the present volume, page 
372. Such cases are important not 
only in a physiological and patholo- 
gical point of view, but also, and 
more particularly, as connected with 
juridical medicine. 


LECTURES IN BOSTON. 


Few forms of instruction are more 
inviting than public lectures. This 
sentiment is very generally enter- 
tained, we should judge, at the pre- 
sent day, since their number and va- 


riety is annually increasing. The 
present season there are in progress 
in this city, courses of lectures on 
Anatomy and Surgery, on Midwifery 
and Medical Jurisprudence, on Ma- 
teria Medica, on the Theory and 
Practice of Physic, and on Chemist- 
ry, at the Medical College. Full 
courses are also given on a variety 
of subjects of Science connected 
with the Arts, to the Members of 
the Mechanic Institute; others to 
the Society for the Diffusion of Use- 
ful Knowledge, and still others to 
the Mechanic Charitable Association. 
Besides, a course on Chemistry and 
Mineralogy is advertised by Dr. 
Webster,—on Entomology by Dr. 
Storer, and on Chemistry and Phar- 
macy by Dr. Gay. Book-keeping 
and other arts are also taught in 
this agreeable method; and the lec- 
tures generally are accessible for so 
small a fee, as to offer facilities for 
the acquisition of knowledge never 
before enjoyed in this place. 


Solution of Camphor.—Dr. H. 
N. Preston, of Newton, recommends, 
in the last No. of the “ Genius of 
Temperance,” that a solution of 
Camphor in Lime-water be used in 
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families, instead of the conimon Spi- 
rits. His mode of dissolving this 
gum, is to pour six ounces of lime- 
water on two drachms of camphor, 
previously rubbed down with an 
equal weight of quick lime. After 
allowing it half an hour to settle, the 
clean solution to be decanted. 

The Doctor is of opinion that the 
lime can in no case where camphor 
is used in families, interfere with its 
desired operation; and the advan- 
tages of this preparation over the 
spirituous are, that when mixed with 
water, the gum will not separate ; 
it is more economical ; and, most of 
all, itis one important step toward 
the desirable banishment of alcohol 
from medicinal preparations.—These 
are certainly very important objects ; 
but we are not aware why the com- 
mon Emulsion or Mixture of Cam- 
phor, which has long been in use 
and kept by all apothecaries, does 
not answer to the full all the pur- 
poses contemplated by this new pre- 
paration, The sweet almonds and 
sugar which enter into its composi- 
tion, make it more palatable than 
the lime-water solution; and we 
should always be slow to adopt any 
new medicine in place of one which 
is well known and in common use, 
when the former offers no superior 
advantage. Physicians might well 
prescribe the Emulsion, in many 
cases where they are in the habit of 
directing the alcoholic solution. 


Extraordinary Success.--A French 
writer recommends in high terms the 
oil of turpentine for the cure of lum- 
bago and sciatica; and_ seriously 
gives, as proof of its value in these 
diseases, the remarkable fact, that 


“ out of seventy-one cases, he great- 
ly relieved fifteen by its external and 
internal use.” Nothing surely will 
so soon or thoroughly deprive a man 
of his senses, as a hobby. 


Case of Uncommon Growth. — 
This case is recorded by Dr. Bedor, 
in La Clinique. It occurred in a 
young man who had symptoms de- 
noting organic disease of the heart, 
and who, in twenty-five days, in- 
creased in stature three inches. The 
patient died suddenly, a few days 
after he was seen by Dr. Bedor, He 
was scarcely nineteen years of age, 
and had attained the unusual growth 
of six feet three inches. 


Fetus affected with Fungous 
Hamatodes.—Dr. Tonnele delivered 
a woman of a child, which had upon 
its right parietal bone an enormous 
fungous hwmatodes. The base of 
this tumor originated in the osseous 
tissue, and perforated it like a sieve ; 
the dura mater was healthy. —Jour- 
nal des Progres. 


Bill of Mortality.—It will be no- 
ticed by our Bill of Mortality, that 
the number of deaths in the week 
has been but 10. This fact has been 
pretty extensively circulated in the 
newspapers, It appears, however, 
to be wholly incidental, since the 
number the week previous was 32,— 
very considerably more than the 
usual average, 


Notice. Our subscribers are in- 
formed that Mr. Barnet Peters, of 
Portland, is no longer Agent for the 
Medical and Surgical Journal. 


WEEKLY REPORT OF DEATHS IN ite ghraat ENDING NOVEMBER 4, 


Date. |Sex.jAge. | 


Disease. 


Date. |Sex.| Age. | Disease. 


Oct. 30.|M.\12mo |scrofula 
Nov. 1.|M.) 2 yrs/croup 
2. |hooping cough 
jmeasles 
mortification in the bowels 


ik Fite 


M.|34 34 yrsidelirium tremens 

M.|62 suicide 

F. ro old age 
jconsumption 

F. 4 mo; canker 


3..M 
4. 


Males, 5—Females, 5. Total, 10. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


NATOMICO-SURGICAL DRAW- 
INGS, and Descriptions of all the 
Surgical Operations, according to the 
most approved methods. By L. J. Von 
Brerkowsky. Translated from the Ger- 
man. In two volumes, and 570 drawings 
on 58 folio plates. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE PROSPECTUS. 


** Encouraged by the approbation of 
the Medical Profession, it is proposed to 
publish a work under the present title.” 
* This work contains 570 drawings, on 
58 plates folio; to which is annexed, in 
two volumes 8vo. a concise explanation 
of each surgical operation. The plates 
‘exhibit not only the parts interested in 
operations, in their natural position and 
size, but, what is much more important, 
represent the different acts or stages of the 
whole operation, while others exhibit de- 
lineations of such morbid affections as 
consist in the change of the natural posi- 
‘tion, structure, color, X&c. In order to 
vafford the work at a moderate price, the 
plates will be Lithographic ; and for the 
purpose of securing perfect accuracy, en- 
gagements have been entered into for their 
preparation in Berlin, under the especial 
direction of two of the most distinguished 
Professors of the University of that city.” 
A specimen of the translation, and the 
lates, is deposited for inspection at the 
ookstore of CARTER & HENDEE, who 
receive subscriptions for the work. 
Subscribers will be furnished with the 
‘work, and the first impressions of the 
plates, at the price of § 30. 

The subscription list will be open until 
the Ist of Nuvember, 1829, after which 
period the price of the work will be raised 
to $ 40. 

P.S. For the accommodation of sub- 
scribers the work will be issued infive 
Numbers, at $6 each, payable on deli- 
very. Sept. 29. 1S202N1D. 


CONSOLIDATED COPAIVA. 
“ pynade may be given in this form 

without the least inconvenience. 
Neither communicating taste, nor impart- 
ing odor to the breath, it is also retained 
without the least disquietude or uneasi- 
ness to the stomach; and I am informed 
by Dr. Rosseau, that in large doses it 
does not purge.”—Phil. Journal of Med. 
Sciences, 
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See an article in this Journal, Aug. 18th. 


EUROPEAN LEECHES. 

An excellent lot of European Leeches, 
which will be sold at a reasonable price, 
or applied, in any part of Boston or in the 
vicinity. 

For sale by NATHAN JARVIS, 188 
Washington Street, where Physicians will 
find medicines at as reasonable terms as 
at any place in Boston. 


Aug. 25. eoptf. 


ARTER & HENDEE have just pub- 
lished,—The Constitution of Man, 
considered in Relation to External Ob- 

jects. By ComMBE. 
From the Preface to the American edilion, 
‘© Mr. Combe’s work should be placed 


‘with those, of which so many within a 


few years have appeared, which are de- 
voted to the all-absorbing topic of Educa- 
tion. It treats of moral, intellectual, and 
physical education. ‘lhis is not formally 
done under so many distinct heads. But 
the whole course of reasoning of the au- 
thor, and the whole array of all his illus- 
trations, have it alwsys obviously in view 
to show how the highest cultivation of each 
of these may be most surely brought about. 

*¢ The publishers have printed this edi- 
tion from a belief that there is much in 
the work to interest the community. 

“It hasa novelty to reward the general 
inquirer, and it presents the well known 
under novel aspects. There is one class 
amongst us who may study it with much 
advantage. Scholars are referred to, a 
class here too small to form a distinct or- 
der with habits of their own, and who in- 
sensibly fall into those which, although 
not mischievous, to the multitude on the 
score of health, too often make ill health 
the portion of the sedentary student, and 
bring upon him premature decay.—To all 
classes it is recommended, and the vari- 
ous learning and acuteness of the author 
well fit him to write a book which ad- 
dresses its instructions to the whole com- 
munity.” Sept. 8. 


TREATISE on the Scrofulous Dis- 
ease, by C.G. HuFELAnND, Physician 
to the King of Prussia, &c., translated 
from the French of M. Bousquet, by 
Charles D. Meigs, M.D., is just received 
and for sale by CARTER & HENDEE, 
Sept. 8. 
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